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LCLD Fellows Alumni Regional Roundtable:
Driving and Managing Innovation in  
Lawyering, Leadership, and Diversity

Join two senior leaders of Microsoft’s Corporate, External, and Legal Affairs Department; and 
a group of LCLD Fellows Alumni for lunch and a roundtable discussion.

FREDERICK S. HUMPHRIES, JR. is Corporate Vice President of U.S Government 
Affairs for Microsoft in Washington, D.C. Under his leadership as chief public policy 
advocate, U.S. Government Affairs is its own practice group within the company 
comprised of expertise in policy, outreach, political engagement, and government 
affairs. His work amplifies Microsoft’s voice regarding key advocacy issues internally 
and externally on all aspects of federal and state affairs.

Humphries sets strategy and oversees government affairs outreach on a broad range of topics, including 
cloud computing, taxes, privacy, trade, cyber security, education, immigration, and emerging tech-
nologies. He is also responsible for communicating to policymakers Microsoft’s leadership role in 
fostering economic and job opportunities in the U.S. technology sector.

Humphries joined Microsoft in December 2000 as director of State Governmental Affairs, overseeing 
the company’s policy and political outreach to our nation’s governors, mayors, and local elected officials 
in every state capital. In that position, Humphries integrated on-the-ground state advocacy work into 
Microsoft’s overall corporate strategy, coordinating with the public sector, policy, and lobbying teams.  
He was promoted to Microsoft’s managing director of U.S. Government Affairs in 2009.

Prior to working at Microsoft, Humphries began his political career as director of voter outreach for the 
Tennessee Democratic Party. He was the first African-American employed in the party’s history. During 
Governor Ned Ray McWherter’s administration, Humphries worked at the Department of Commerce and
Insurance and the Tennessee Department of Mental Health as director of policy planning before serving 
on the governor’s staff. Additionally, Humphries served on the Metropolitan Nashville Airport Authority, 
board of the Bethlehem Community Center, and Tennessee’s Health Facilities Commission.  

Thursday, June 16, 2016
11:30 am - 1:30 pm EDT

Hosted at the Microsoft Innovation & Policy Center
901 K Street, NW, 11th Floor

Washington, DC 20001
RSVP to Janet Sanchez at janetsanchez@velaw.com.

Speakers:
Frederick S. Humphries, Jr., Corporate Vice President, U.S. Government Affairs

Hossein Nowbar, Vice President and Deputy General Counsel; Cloud & Enterprise Business and 
Microsoft Research & Advanced Technologies

Moderated by Alicia Lowery Rosenbaum, Senior Attorney; Sales, Marketing, and Services Group; 
2015 LCLD Fellow
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In 1993, Humphries became southern political director for the Democratic National Committee. 
During his career, Humphries has also served on the staffs of four presidential campaigns. On Capitol 
Hill, he served as chief of staff for Congressman Sanford D. Bishop, Jr. of Georgia. He later joined 
then-Minority Leader Richard A. Gephardt’s staff as senior policy advisor. His additional private sector 
experience includes positions at U.S. West Communications and the American Medical Association 
in Washington, D.C. 

Humphries received a J.D. from Temple University School of Law and a B.A. in political science from 
Morehouse College. He proudly serves on the boards of numerous non-profit and public service organi-
zations in the Washington, D.C.-area, including Virginia State University, College Success Foundation, 
City Year – D.C., Wolf Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts, Information Technology Industry Council, 
The Information Technology Industry Foundation, National Association of Manufacturers, and the USTR 
Trade Advisory Committee on Africa.  

Humphries resides in Washington, D.C. with his wife Kim. They have two children, one in law school and 
one in college.

HOSSEIN NOWBAR is Vice President and Deputy General Counsel for Microsoft’s 
Cloud & Enterprise Business, as well as Microsoft’s Technology & Research organiza-
tion. Nowbar leads strategy and execution of intellectual property, antitrust, privacy, 
security, regulatory compliance, and other legal issues to facilitate development and 
sales of Microsoft’s cloud services, server and developer software, and work done by 
Microsoft’s world-renowned research team. He also manages Microsoft’s Open

Source Software legal counseling team.
 
Nowbar sits on the senior leadership teams for Microsoft’s Cloud & Enterprise Business; and Corporate, 
External, and Legal Affairs. Nowbar is often recognized for his unique leadership skills and practices
in recruiting and developing highly motivated, successful, and diverse talent, building effective cross- 
functional teams, and leading organizational change. Nowbar is also passionate about diversity and 
inclusion and serves as executive sponsor on several Microsoft initiatives. 
 
Before joining Microsoft in 1997, Nowbar practiced law at Davis Wright Tremaine in Seattle. He 
received his law degree from the University of Washington where he served as the associate editor of 
the Washington Law Review.

ALICIA LOWERY ROSENBAUM is a corporate business and legal affairs professional 
with over 15 years of experience at companies driving business-oriented solutions 
to ensure success for the bottom line. She currently holds the role of Senior Attorney 
with the Sales, Marketing, and Services Group of Microsoft and acts as the lead attorney 
for the Education Business in the United States. She is a graduate of Harvard Law 
School, the University of Michigan, and will forever be a student of yoga.


